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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE SONG OF THE CHURCH.*
REV. A. KILPATRICK, D.D.

“This people have I formed for Myself;

they shall shew forth My praise.”—Isa.

xliii, 21.

The return of Israel from the captivity

in Babylon is here the prophetic figure

under which the future glory and mission

of the Church are presented. The prophet

looked through and beyond that, and saw

the coming glory of the Kingdom of God.

The inspired interpretation of the text is,

“Ye are a chosen generation, a royal

priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar peo-

ple, that ye should shew forth the praises

of Him who hath called you out of dark-

ness into His marvelous light.”

#
The first truth taught in the text is,

The Church is a divine creation. The

power that created the universe formed

the Church. The hand that stretched out

the heavens as a curtain, stretched out the

curtains of her habitation, gave her her

organization, laws, and institutions. “On
this rock will I build My Church.” “Ye
are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s build-

ing.” As this world was brought into ex-

istence by the power of Christ, so, by the

same power, has the Church been set up in

the earth. As formed by Christ, she is

imperishable and indestructible. “God is

in the midst of her, she shall not be

* Sermon preached at the opening of the Synod of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church, at Spat la, lit May 25 , 190L.

moved.” “No weapon that is formed

against her shall prosper.”

The second truth in the text is. The

purpose of Christ in forming the Church

was that through her He might manifest

His glory to the world. He formed the

Church “to the intent that unto the prin-

cipalities and powers in heavenly places

might be known by the Church the mani-

fold wisdom of God.” “I have formed

the Church to sing My praises.” While

the Bible fully and plainly declares the

purpose of God in the organization of the

Church, yet a false notion prevails as to

what the Church’s mission is. The Bible

conception of the Church is that she ex-

ists to bear witness to the person, work

—

to the whole truth of Christ. Her mission

is not to entertain men, not to satisfy

either their intellectual or lesthetic desires,

but to hold up Christ to a perishing race

as the only one who can satisfy the needs

of the soul. She is to sing His praises;

she is to publish and declare what will ex-

alt Him. Her mission is not to please

men, nor yet to serve men, but to serve

Christ. Notice:

I. The end for which the Church

exists, the work she is to do.

1. The Church was formed to declare

to men Christ’s sovereign, efficient, and

unchangeable grace. The keynote of every

song that the Church is to sing is grace;

and if that note be not struck in every

song, there is only discord. The one great
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lesson of God’s dealings with Israel was

to show God’s sovereign, discriminating

love. God chose Abraham rather than his

brethren, Isaac rather than Ishmael, Jacob

rather than Esau. Israel’s whole history

was a song to teach the nations that God’s

love is eternal, free, sovereign and un-

changeable. So it is still. “Behold, what

manner of love.” Oh, the depth both of

the wisdom and love of God. Not

our merit, but His grace; not our works,

but His mercy. Only when the Church

sings of His grace is the music full-toned

and jubilant. For while this song strikes

down every proud thought, it also ban-

ishes all fear of failure. For the work be-

gun in sovereign love will not—cannot

—

fail.

2. Christ has formed the Church to de-

clare His infallible word. God formed

Israel that they might preserve and trans-

mit His written word. One great work

the Church is to do is to give God’s Word

to men. Our age is marked by a restless

desire for change and novelty. Truths

clearly revealed and fundamental are

thrown aside where they conflict with our

opinions. Old and stable beliefs are

thrown aside as obsolete. That church

comes nearest to the divine ideal that

publishes His truth as He has given it

to us. The Church sings the praises of

Christ with tears,, and baptizes it with

martyr blood. Christ did not form the

Church to shake the faith of men in the

Word of God. And yet how persistent

is the effort made by many to destroy

faith in the Bible, as incrrant and of

supreme authority. The cry is, “Let the

early histories go; they are only myths.”

“Let the miracles go; they are only the

superstitions of a dark age.” “Let the

story of Adam’s fall fall out of the gos-

pel we believe and preach.” But how

can we sing the praise of the Second

Adam if we make a fable out of the first

Adam? Christ formed the Church, and

put His written wrord into her hands,

that she might take it and go to dying

men and say, “Here is the word of a God

who cannot lie. Here is something on

which the soul of man can rest, on which

it can feed.” Let us ever remember that

the Bible is not to he valued by the

blessings it brings to men, nor by the

service it renders to society, but by its

hearing on the glory of Jesus Christ. Its

every truth has to do with His glory. To

A. KILPATRICK, D. D.

obscure its truth is to obscure His glory;

to deny its truth is to dim His glory.

And let us never forget that the past

history of the Church sparkles with

heroes who were valiant for the truth

upon the earth.

3. The Church was formed to show

forth the praises of His atoning death.

The song that moves men is the song

of the cross. This is the song that is to

inspire hope in the heart of earth’s dying

millions. Her work is to sing of the
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Lamb of God that taketh away the sin

of the world. The song of the Church

on earth and in heaven must ever be,

“Thou hast died and hast redeemed us

to God by Thy blood.” Not to sing that

soog all over our earth is to he false,

both to Christ and to the souls of men.

It is when the Church sings out clear

and loud the song of redemption by the

blood of the cross, that the unnumbered

angels about the throne sing in har-

mony, “Worthy is the Lamb.” Yes,

every creature in heaven, earth and sea

say, “Blessing, honor, glory and power

unto the Lamb forever and ever.” And
if the Church will not sing of this dying

love to the heathen, the nations will not

kiss the Son. Before voices shall be heard

in heaven saying that “the kingdoms of

this world have become the kingdoms of

our Lord, and of His Christ,” the

Church must go into all these kingdoms

and sing, and teach them to sing, of the

dying love of the Son of God. For as

Jesus ascended to His throne in heaven

by way of the cross, so He will ascend to

His throne over the nations by the

preaching of the Cross. “And I, if I

be lifted up from the earth, will draw all

men unto me.”

4. The Church has been formed to

s’'OW forth the praises of His universal

dominion. If the Church’s song had no

theme but the cross, her song would be

a minor, low, sad, depressing. Then her

song would be the wail of the two dis-

ciples: “We trusted that it had been

He who had redeemed Israel.” When to

the words of her song she adds these,

“This same Jesus hath been made both

Lord and Christ,” then her song be-

comes loud, joyful, triumphant. How
exultant would the Church’s song be if

the whole Church on earth would sing

what the whole Church in heaven sings,

“Worthy is the Lamb to receive power.

and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and

honor, and glory, and blessing.” And in

singing the praises of this her Lord, she

is first to sing out, clear and loud, that

Christ is the sole and only King and

Head of the Church; and that He only

has the right to determine the truth she

shall teach, the ordinance of worship she

shall employ, the government and dis-

cipline she shall exercise. That the

Church herself shall teach no truth but

what He has revealed; shall worship in

no ordinance that He has not appointed.

Her song must ever be that Christ is

Lord over His body, the Church. But

this is only a part of the song the

Church is to sing. Christ is Head over

all things to the Church. “Because He
humbled Himself, God hath also highly

exalted Him.” Every creature must

submit to His sceptre, every ’nation bow

before His throne. If Christ be a priest,

He is a priest upon a throne. If Mel-

chisedec be the priest of the Most High

God, He is also King of Bighteousness,

and King of Peace.

5. The Church is also to sing of

Christ’s ultimate success. Success must

and will crowm all He has undertaken.

We show' forth Christ’s praise, not by

predicting defeat, but by listening for

the heavenly voices that wall announce

His victory. The Church is to press her

ear to the prophetic oracles until she

hears the voice of a great multitude, and

as the voice of many waters and mighty

thunderings, saying, “The Lord God

Omnipotent reigneth,” and then she is to

say, “He must reign until He hath made

His foes His footstool.” This whole

groaning creation is to be brought into

the glorious liberty of the Sons of God.

To effect this the means are all pro-

vided. His wmrk moves on with an irre-f

sistible might. And, assured that His

victory will be complete, she sings, “Now
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is come salvation and the kingdom of our

God and of His Christ.”

II. How is the Church to show forth

the praises of Christ?

1. By a clear, full and explicit testi-

mony to all the truth of Christ. Notice

the words “shew forth,” “publish,” “de-

clare,” “Lift up thy voice like a trum-

pet,” “Lift up thy voice with strength.”

“Go out and proclaim the truth of Christ

that it may take hold of the heart and

conscience, dominate the habits, cus-

toms, institutions and laws, until in social

and civil life Christ’s Word shall be

supreme.” This is no easy work. Christ’s

Word has ever been a reproach to all

who have sung the praises of Jesus

Christ. But the Church will overcome

only when she declares the whole truth,

whether men will hear or forbear.

2. By maintaining the ordinances of •

worship in their purity. Fidelity to the

truth has ever been in proportion to the

purity of worship. So surely as Israel

corrupted the worship of God, so surely

did she fail in her mission. What was

true then is true now. Let the ordi-

nances be corrupted, in matter or in man-

ner, and the Church fails to show forth

Christ’s praises. If ordinances are in-

vented to please men, if they are em-

ployed only to minister to the carnal

enjoyment of the worshipper, so long are

Christ’s praises unsung.

3. By all her ipembers, in all the re-

lations of life, regulating their conduct

by the law of Christ. Behind every

song of praise we sing to our King, we

must put the record of a life known and

read of all men. There can be no true

melody in the heart that is in love with

sin. To profess what we do not practice,

to promise what we do not perform, will

bring no glory to our Lord. The new

song to the Lamb can be sung to only

one tune, and that tune is holy living.

If the heart is not pure, and the hands

clean, the lips may as well be silent.

In conclusion: Let us ever have be-

fore us the purpose for which Christ has

formed the Church. As Moses was ever

to keep before him the pattern shewed

him in the Mount, so we should have be-

fore us the one great purpose for which

the Church exists. If the Church is to

serve men, she must first serve Christ.

The Church that does most for man is

the one that honors Christ most.

Let us rejoice that in our own Church

the praises of Christ have, in some meas-

ure, been declared. True, we have fallen

far below His ideal of what His Church

should be. Yet in none of our pulpits

is there silence on these things He wants

the Church to declare. And may God

forbid that any of our churches should

ever refuse to sing the praises of this all-

glorious King. And when we look back

at the long line of those who loved not

their own lives unto the death, of those

who have esteemed the reproach of

Christ greater riches than the treasures

of Egypt, or look at the broad heritage

of truth that Jesus by His grace has

enabled us to profess before the world,

we cannot but feel that Christ has said

of our own little Church, “This people

have I formed for Myself.”

What a call there is in these words to

be up and at this work ! What a call here

to us to engage more energetically in

Home and Foreign Missions. Christ has

formed our Church that in the regions

beyond we should sing His praises. Have

we enough of voices in Syria, in Cyprus,

in China, to swell the chorus in the

praises of our King ?

May it not be that the meaning of the

afflicting providences of the past year is,

“If the Church I have formed will not

give more voices to sing My praises, I will

hush the voices she has given”?
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And what a loud call to reform work.

If Christ has formed us for Himself,

should we not sing the praises of our

King until the civil and social life shall

own and confess Jesus to be its King and

Lord?

It is what Christ had in His purpose

when He formed the Church, that ban-

ishes all fear of failure. Behind the

Church is the power that created all

worlds, and He will not fail nor be dis-

couraged until the life of every nation

shall be permeated with the righteous-

ness of God. “Go yc into all the world.

Lo, I am with you always.”

The man who seeks easy things will never make much of his life. One who is afraid

of hard work will never achieve anything worth while.

In an art gallery, before a great paintiDg, a young artist said to Ruskin, “ Ah, if

I could put such a dream on canvas !”

“Dream on canvas!” growled the stern old critic. “ It will take ten thousand

touches of the brush on the canvas to put your dream there.”

No doubt many beautiful dreams die in the brains and hearts of artists for want of

energy to make them realities.

On the tomb of Joseph II. of Austria, in the royal cemetery at Vienna, is this

pitiable epitaph, prepared by direction of the king himself :
“ Here lies a monarch,

who, with the best intentions, never carried out a single plan.”

—

J. R. Miller.

Whatever appeal is made should be one in which the Holy Spirit can co-operate.

The great fundamental plea is love for Christ personally. Far above love for souls

or all else is this compelling motive—“Forme to live is Christ.” The desire for

eternal reward is another motive constantly held up in the New Testament. The

future and unseen world must be made more of, if we would arouse the churches to

the full measure of giving.

—

Rev. Alexander Patterson.

We think of service by bulk. God thinks of quality. We think of the number of

dollars. He of the spirit that prompted the dollars. The offerings of the Temple

were weighed in the scales of heaven. The gifts of the rich compared with the

widow’s mite kicked the behm.

—

Dr. Herrick Johnson.

The missionary problem is a personal one. No sacrifice can be too great if we can

only get the Church to take time and wait unitedly before the throne of God, to

review her position, to confess her shortcomings, to claim God’s promise of power,

and to consecrate her all to His service .—Andrew Murray.

Do not let us complain over the place in which we are compelled to serve. The

Lord hath made us, and the whole plan of our life is so arranged as to bring to their

most perfect development the faculties with which we have been endowed. Let us

only be concerned that we run not counter to His plans .—The Presbyterian.

It is while you are patiently toiling at the little tasks of life that the meaning and'

shape of the great whole of life dawns upon you. It is while you are resisting little

temptations that you are growing stronger.

—

Phillips Brooks.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

EEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

In presenting an epitome of the report

of the Foreign Mission Board, attention

should be called first to our fields of labor

and to the laborers.

The field in Syria includes Latakia and

Suadia, with sub-stations at Gunaimia

and Tartoos. The laborers are the Rev.

J. S. Stewart, Miss Mattie R. Wylie, Miss

Willia A. Dodds, Miss Maggie R. Edgar,

and Dr. Balph, in Latakia, and the Rev.

C. A. Dodds -and Miss Meta Cunningham

at Suadia.

The field in Asia Minor includes Mer-

sina, with Tarsus and Adana as sub-

stations. The laborers are the Rev. R. J.

Dodds, Miss Evadna Sterrett, and Miss

Lizzie McNaughton.

The Cyprus field includes the entire

island, with Larnaca as a center. The

Mission is in charge of the Rev. Walter

McCarroll.

The field in China is in the Province of

Canton, with Tak Hing as a center, which

is situated on the Se Kiang or West River,

about two hundred miles from the sea.

The laborers are the Revs. A. I. and J. K.

Robb, Dr. J. Maude George, Drs. Kate

and Jean McBurney, Dr. Wright, and

Miss Jennie B. Torrence.

The dealings of Providence with these

Mission fields should be specially men-

tioned. We note the retirement of the

Rev. J. B. Dodds from the foreign field,

the serious illness of Miss Willia A. Dodds,

necessitating her return to the home land

;

the death of Mrs. Ella Torrence Robb,

wife of the Rev. A. I. Robb; the preva-

lence in a number of our Mission stations

of cholera, smallpox, and other diseases,

causing a serious interference with the

prosecution of the work.

Over against these seemingly adverse

providences should be placed others of an

encouraging nature. In this class we note

especially the increase of the working

force by the addition of Rev. Walter Mc-

Carroll and Drs. Kate and Jean Mc-

Burney. Dr. Calvin McCarroll has been

appointed to fill the vacancy in Cyprus

caused by the retirement of Dr. Moore,

and will enter upon his labors in the fall.

The work in these various fields, though

done under adverse circumstances, has

been productive of great good. We note

with pleasure the increase in the number

of converts and the testimony furnished

as to the genuine Christian character of

these converts.

Attention should be called to the large

bequests made for the support of the work,

without which the debt would have been

largely increased. The Church should not

depend upon bequests for carrying for-

ward our foreign work, but should con-

tribute annually what is necessary for its

support.

We submit the following recommenda-

tions :

1. That the Board of Foreign Missions

be authorized to appoint additional

laborers as there may be need, and as the

funds may warrant.

2. That the attention of the members

of the Church be called to the condition

of the Foreign Mission treasury, and that

they study the treasurer’s report, so that

they may be impressed with the necessity

of increased liberality.

3. That a training school for native
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workers be established in Cyprus, pro-

vided the fees charged be sufficient, or al-

most sufficient, to cover the expenses.

4. That the Sabbaths preceding the

days for the collections for the Syrian

Mission and the Mission in China be ob-

served as days of special prayer for For-

eign Missions, and that Sessions be re-

quested to arrange for the proper observ-

ance of these days.

Respectfully submitted,

R. C. Wylie,

B. H. Martin,

E. A. Crooks,

S. E. McElhinney,

S. 0. Sterrett,

Committee.

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION
BOARD.

The great need of the Covenanter

Church, in order to more thoroughness

in its missionary work, is a revival of re-

ligion in the hearts and homes of its mem-
bers. Claiming to hold the principles of

the Second Reformation, we should emu-

late the evangelistic zeal of the ministers

who labored so successfully in that bright

period of Scottish history, and should

seek for a religious awakening similar to

that which then swept over almost every

part of Scotland. A repetition of the fear-

less testimony for truth and the earnest

efforts to save souls that distinguished the

first half of the seventeenth century would

put the first half of the twentieth century

into history as the era of missionary

triumph. Nor are there wanting signs of

spiritual quickening in many directions.

In a majority of the congregations and in

almost all the Mission centers at home

and abroad, there seems to be a growing

interest in the aggressive operations of the

Church, that ought to be utilized, as skill-

ful mariners take the tides when they

flow. In the foreign fields seasons of

special prayer for the Holy Spirit have

been accompanied with manifest tokens of

His presence and power. These are inti-

mations of the will of God that, as the

sound of a going in the tops of the mul-

berry trees, should lead spiritual men to

bestir themselves.

It is noteworthy, as has often been

pointed out, that the ministry of the gos-

pel and the outpouring of the Spirit were

inaugurated at the same time, and that

these together were the signals of the

formal investiture of Christ with His

mediatorial authority. Consequently,

loyalty to His crown supposes a conviction

that, in answer to prayer. He will bestow

the necessary equipment for service, and

make evangelism successful. The Board

therefore recommends the appointment of

a day of prayer for the Foreign Missions,

leaving each Session free to select the day

and devise a plan that, in view of local

circumstances, will be most likely to se-

cure its general observance.

A brief survey of the work, in which

are embodied the leading facts and inci-

dents reported from the several fields, will

be necessary to give a correct view of the

present condition of the Missions.

Many circumstances have operated to

retard the progress of the work in

SYRIA. From the retirement of Rev. J.

B. Dodds, early in 1903, there was no resi-

dent minister in Suadia till the end of

May, when Rev. C. A. Dodds took charge.

While able to speak, in his annual' state-

ment, of a fair attendance at the preach-

ing services on Sabbath, occasionally “tax-

ing the seating capacity of the chapel,”

he could not, at the time of writing, report

any additions to the native membership

of eighteen communicants. Owing to the

appearance of cholera, school work was not

resumed till after the middle of Novem-

ber. Then the Boys’ Boarding School

was opened with an enrollment of thirty-
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five, and it has been carried on with an

irregnlar attendance of from sixty-five to

seventy boys, including both boarding and

day pupils. The Girls’ Boarding School

was not, for a variety of reasons, called

together till the last week in January,

when almost immediately sickness entered,

throwing the work into confusion, from

which it has not yet fully recovered Be-

sides having charge of this school, Miss

Cunningham conducts the Sabbath school,

holds a large weekly meeting for women,

in which they show a deep interest, and

which promises to be an effective agency

in reaching the homes of the people, and

also practices medicine, holding a clinic

three times a week, as well as attending

to many outside cases. Though not in

good health, she remained at the post' of

duty during the winter, and has only re-

cently consented to take a brief furlough,

which will be spent with friends in

England.

In Latakia center similar hindrances

were met with. Rev. Jas. S. Stewart,

who went with his family to Kessab for a

short rest in July, 1903, was prevented

bv the cholera cordon from returning

home till January, 1904, and from carry-

ing out his plan to spend the vacation

months in visiting the outposts. During

his enforced absence the pulpit in town

was occupied by a Scripture reader, who

has been identified with the Mission for

many years, while the licentiate preached

at some of the outlying stations. Since

his return, Mr. Stewart has administered

the Lord’s Supper at Gunaimia and Tar-

toos. But, as no formal statement has

been received from the Mission, we are un-

able to report the net increase and present

native membership.

An epidemic of smallpox in the town

and cholera in the vicinity made it neces-

sary to exercise great prudence in resum-

ing school work. In good season, however,

the Boys’ School under Miss Edgar and

the Girls’ School under Miss Wylie were

in operation, with about the same enroll-

ment as in former years. But exact sta-

tistics cannot be reported. Miss Edgar

has been granted leave of absence from

July, and will spend her vacation in the

United States.

The work at Tartoos is still in charge

of licentiate Juraidiny, who preaches on

Sabbath to large audiences, and conducts

a school during the week with very en-

couraging results.

An event that has carried sorrow into

the hearts of many friends in this coun-

try and of all the missionaries is the

serious illness of Miss Willia A. Dodds,

who was stricken with paralysis February

2, and is still in a critical condition.

Happily, she has had the constant attend-

ance of Dr. Balph, and in case she re-

covers strength sufficient, in his opinion,

to justify so long a voyage, she will be

brought home. After more than sixteen

years of faithful service, first as teacher,

and from 1896 as matron of the Latakia

hospital, where she ministered with pecu-

liar tenderness to the bodies and souls of

the patients, Miss Dodds has fallen at her

post, and, when the hour comes, she will

wear the crown of loyalty to duty.

In the absence of Miss Sterrett, nursing

her cousin at Latakia, and of Miss Mc-

Naughton on furlough, the whole respon-

sibility for the school work in ASIA

MINOR has been thrown on Rev. R. J.

Dodds. He has, however, reliable teachers

;

and, although unable to give detailed in-

formation about the schools in Mersina,

he is able to report that at the beginning

of the new year there were fifty boarders

in the Boys’ School and thirty-seven in

the Girls’ School, and that the normal at-

tendance of the day pupils has been fifty-

five girls and seventy boys. And there

are more children in the boarding schools
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from the pagan Nusairia than in former

years. In illustration of the effect of the

teaching, Mr. Dodds tells us that not a

few of the children “point out to their

friends at home the evil of Mario! atry

and saint worship, and often, when evan-

gelical doctrines and practices have been

attacked in their presence, have they risen

up as advocates of the truth, defending it

warmly and successfully.” “Many of

them,” he continues, “have been reproached

as Protestants because they refuse to do

marketing for their parents when spend-

ing a Sabbath at home. Some of them

complain to us of the disobedience of their

children, as if we were training them to

disrespect their parents. Others, more

wise, are pleased with it as a mark of

moral growth and strength. Some of the

older pupils are connected with the

church, and others who would like to be

are prevented by their friends from con-

fessing Christ.”

The attendance at Sabbath school, ex-

cept during the summer holidays, is about

one hundred and fifteen, including “many
adults, and even rather aged people” who

“represent many sects.” Mr. Dodds

rightly regards their presence there and

“in other religious gatherings as surely

indicating a serious condition of mind.”

More than once an old man from the

Orthodox Greeks has said to him: “Our

Church was Protestant in its early history

before your Church was born, but, unfor-

tunately, it forsook the gospel way long

ago.” Listen to the words of a mother

:

“My daughter has ceased to be a Greek.

She does not believe any more in showing

her respect for the saints and their pic-

tures in the manner we do. She has for-

saken our church customs and tries to

induce us to do so, too. Still, I believe all

you have taught her is for her good.” Or

mark the way in which one of the teachers

has expressed himself : “I hope the truth

we are sowing in their minds will be good

for the future of this land.” We repro-

duce these incidents in the official Eeport

of the Board, believing they will do far

more than abstract statements to con-

vince the Church that God is blessing the

work of our Missions and challenging a

more liberal support in the shape of men
and money.

In Tarsus the gospel is preached twice

on Sabbath and during the week by the

licentiate, who is also very diligent in

visiting the people in their homes and giv-

ing them instruction there. In Adana

the work is said to be specially interesting

because of a Berean spirit of inquiry man-

ifested in searching the Scriptures.

“There is at the present time,” writes

Mr. Dodds, “a movement among a num-

ber of Sheikhs of that sect whom it is our

special object to reach. Four of them at

least are reading the Scriptures with great

interest, one of them a lawyer, an advo-

cate. Another is exceedingly intelligent,

and apparently child-like in his search

after the truth.” At the Auba, too, many

are favorably disposed toward the gospel,

and through the quiet influence of the

teacher in whose house the meetings are

held, there is a conspicuous improvement

in the morals of the community.

The Lord’s Supper has been adminis-

tered in Tarsus and in Adana, an acces-

sion of one in each place, but not yet in

Mersina, where the attendance at public

worship on Sabbath is about one hundred

and thirty, “on some rare occasions over

two hundred.” For lack of statistics

showing decrease and increase, we cannot

give the number of communicants.

The devotedness of our missionary, who

has been laboring alone in this field for

some years, is seen in the way in which he

spent the holidays last summer. He has a

house in Guzne, a pleasant resort in the

mountains, for his family; and with the
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assistance of some brethren who were

there he “erected a shady booth of the

branches of trees as a tent for worship.

It could accommodate one hundred peo-

ple; and, the village having few attrac-

tions to lead men away from the house of

prayer, it was generally well filled twice

on Sabbath and once during the week/’

Surely, in view of the prosperous con-

dition and pressing needs of the Mission,

some young minister should be willing to

consecrate himself to the service of the

Lord in this field or 'in that of Northern

Syria. While some are ready to go to

China, or to Cyprus because under British

protection, they are not ready to go to

Turkey, where, as one of them put it re-

cently, “the missionary is in constant con-

flict with the Government.” This is

natural, but does it not indicate a want of

full self-surrender to the will of the

Master ? When He calls the answer should

be, “'Yes, Lord; now and anywhere.”

Arthur R. Dray, D.D.S., has been ap-

pointed medical missionary, and will be

sent out on receiving his medical diploma

in March, 1905. But a minister should

be on the ground this autumn.

The work in CYPRUS was without a

missionary superintendent for about seven

months, from the departure of Dr. W. M.

Moore, who returned home in May, 1903,

to the arrival of Rev. Walter McCarroll.

November 26, the same year. During

that time the native evangelists and col-

porteurs were not idle, but the results were

not satisfactory to Mr. McCarroll. Im-

pressed with a conviction that nothing can

be accomplished without the promised

power of the Holy Spirit, he at once

gathered the workers around him for

prayer, and the burden of all his letters to

the Church has been the Pauline appeal,

“Brethren, pray for us, that the Word of

the Lord may have free course and be

glorified.” His brother Calvin, a man of

kindred spirit, was appointed missionary

physician March 29, 1904, to fill the

vacancy created by the resignation of Dr.

Moore, which was accepted November 26,

1903. A graduate from Detroit Medical

College, May, 1904, and highly recom-

mended for professional skill, evangelistic

activity and social qualities, arrangements

will be made for his departure not later

than September of this year. In the

opinion of all who are acquainted with the

spiritual condition of the island, another

minister should be sent out as soon as

practicable, and the Mission authorized to

increase the staff of native preachers and

establish day schools wherever the inter-

ests of the work seem to demand them.

In the opinion of Mr. McCarroll, there

should also be established a school for

the training of native helpers, with an

American teacher in charge, thus relieving

him from all work of that kind. He re-

fers to five or six promising boys, children

of our own people, who ought to be edu-

cated, and unless some special provision is

made for their education, their parents

will be forced to send them to schools

where the teaching is hostile to their new

convictions of truth or to Protestant in-

stitutions outside of the island. The day

school, at present in successful opera-

tion, with about thirty-five pupils, nearly

equally divided among the Greeks, Mos-

lems and Armenians, is an indication of

what might be accomplished by one more

thoroughly equipped. But in the absence

of a formal statement from the field, we

cannot go into details, nor can we furnish

exact statistics of the work in any of its

departments.

A brief but very cheering report comes to

us from CHINA. There are now thirteen

converts in Tak Hing:, a net increase of

nine during the year. The reality^ of these

conversions from idolatry to the service

of the living God is seen in an eagerness
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to bring others to a knowledge of the truth

that carries the mind back instinctively to

the early ages of Christianity. Incidents

quite as startling as any met with in the

Evangels or the Acts are recorded in the

letters of missionaries. Not only do our

representatives preach the gospel, but

copies of the gospels are put into the

hands of the Chinese on excursions made

for this purpose, and thus many are

reached with the message of eternal life

who do not yet attend the preaching ser-

vices. Much, too, is being accomplished

through the medical department. “Both

Dr. Wright and Dr. George/5
says the re-

port, “have been called several times to

see patients in the city. All who apply

for medical aid are given an opportunity

to hear the gospel, and in many cases an

interest has been aroused in this way. In

this department, as in that of preaching

and teaching, the opportunities are much

greater than our abilities to meet them. 55

The chief drawback seems to be the want

of native helpers.

At the first meeting of the Board after

the adjournment of last Synod, Drs. Kate

and Jean McBurney were appointed to

Tak Hing, and reached China November

26, 1903, the former to be supported by

Colorado Presbytery and the latter by

First Philadelphia. The condition of the

work is calling the Church to send forth

more laborers into this promising field.

The Mission has sustained a severe loss

in the removal of Mrs. Ella Torrence

Robb, wife of our pioneer missionary, a

consecrated woman, and a vital force in

that community, who was called to her re-

ward November 16, 1903, to be followed

exactly two months later by her second

son, Joseph Kerr. We adore the grace

that has sustained our brother under these

repeated bereavements, and made him

willing to bring his three motherless chil-

dren to America that, leaving them with

friends, he may in a few months return

alone
;
and yet not alone, for the Lord will

be with him. His visit to America at this

time, with Miss Torrence, should be a

spring of blessing to the Church.

Although already announced at differ-

ent times through the press, the Board

records in its official Report for preserva-

tion in the history of the Church, certain

offerings that have been made for special

purposes during the year. Mrs. M. M.
Gregg, of Allegheny, has donated $300 to

purchase a site for the hospital building in

Tak Hing, for the erection of which she

had already given $1,000. Mrs. Robert

McNeill and her children, of New York,

have paid into the treasury $1,000 to

build a chapel in Tak Hing Chau, as a

memorial of the late Elder Robert Mc-

Neill, a devoted friend of missionary

work. Rev. D. J. Shaw, of New Alexan-

dria, Pa., has given $1,200 to erect a build-

ing in any of the foreign fields as a

memorial of his wife, the late Martha J.

Shaw. And Miss S. W. Wiggins, of Phila-

delphia, has contributed $2,000 in memory
of her mother, the late Mrs. S. R. Wig-

gins : $1,000 to the Missions in Syria and

Asia Minor, to be expended as the Board

may decide, for some special purpose or

purposes; $500 to the hospital at Tak

Hing Chau, to be used at the discretion

of Dr. J. Maude George; and $500 to go

toward founding a new station in China,

or to be held subject to the call of Drs.

Kate and Jean McBurney.

At a recent meeting of the Board, Mr.

Walter T. Miller, who has so long and

so efficiently served the Church as Treas-

urer of its Foreign Missions, gave notice

of his intention to resign. Synod is ur-

gently requested not to accept the resigna-

tion, as Mr. Miller’s eminent qualifications

for the position, as well as his personal

popularity, seem to make his services

indispensable.
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In dosing, the Board asks for a careful

study of the financial reports. They in-

dicate clearly three facts that should be

borne in mind

:

1. The receipts from congregational col-

lections, Sabbath schools and missionary

societies, the only reliable source of sup-

ply, amount to $1,520.68 more than the

appropriation of Synod, and yet are

$504.83 less than those of last year.

2. Anyone, looking only at the totals,

will mark with pleasure that the excess of

income over outlay is $3,789.78 in the

Syrian Mission, and $3,058.13 in the Mis-

sion to China. But it must not be over-

looked that among the receipts is included

an exceptionally large bequest of $9,-

571.96; and only for that bequest, the ex-

penditures would have exceeded the re-

ceipts by $2,782.18 in the Syrian Mission,

thus largely increasing the debt, and the

Mission to China would show a credit

balance of only $58.13.

3. The increase that is noticed in the

contributions to the Mission in China is

not really an increase, but a transfer of

support from an old field to a new.

If the missionary work of the Church

is to be sustained and extended, the Synod

should add $5,000 or $10,000 to its ap-

propriation for this enterprise, and the

people should learn to give, not on im-

pulse, nor as a matter of form, but as an

act of Christian worship. The windows of

heaven will never be opened till the tithes

are brought into the storehouse; the tithes

will never be paid until the whole life, re-

ligious and secular, is more completely

under the control of the Holy Spirit, and

He will never come in His quickening

power till the Covenanter Church is on its

knees before God.

Respectfully submitted.

In the name of the Board,

R. M. Sommerville, Cor. Sec.

The following items are culled from
the annual statements of the mission-

aries and are not embodied in the Re-

port of the Board:

Latakia.— During the past year the

plans and movements of your missiona-

ries have been very much interfered with,

and hence a smaller amount of work has

been done in the field than is usual. But

we are glad to be able to report that the

staff of native helpers has labored on

almost uninterruptedly, and with even

more than usual acceptance and success.

Owing to the appearance of cholera in

several parts of our field, there have been

many precious opportunities of urging

the duty of immediate repentance and

acceptance of Christ, and these our help-

ers have not been slow to improve.

The disaster which has befallen the

Mission in the serious and protracted

illness of Miss Willia Dodds, has affected

not only the work here, but that of our

brethren at Mersina as well, who have

so gladly given up one of their number,

Miss Sterrett, to help wait upon her. We
are glad to be able to Teport a slight im-

provement in the condition of Miss

Dodds. But within a few days another

severe blow has fallen upon the Mission

in the removal by death of the chief

native assistant in the care of the hospi-

tal, Mrs. Maryam Haddad. Her place as

Bible reader and comforter to the sick

there is no present prospect of being able

to supply. But we are confident that the

Head of the Church makes no mistakes,

and we entreat that prayers be made

without ceasing that God would gracious-

ly overrule all these seemingly adverse

providences for His glory and for the good

of this Mission.

The removal of Rev. C. A. Dodds to

Suadia has seriously crippled our preach-

ing force, although it seemed better to

part with him for a time than to leave
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that station without an ordained minis-

ter. Only two communions were held up

to April 1, instead of several that we had

hoped to hold. Nine persons have been

received into the Church and thirteen

children have been baptized. Licentiate

Saleh, who lives at Latakia, has been em-

ployed to preach in the outstations. Li-

centiate Juraidiny is still stationed at

Tartoos. Many years ago he had his

thigh injured by a fall from a horse, and

as he grows older the painfulness of rid-

ing on horseback increases; so that we

cannot call upon him for work in other

places, as we would like to do.

In Latakia the chief assistant of the

missionary in conducting the Sabbath

services has been tbe Bible reader, Ishak

Shema, a man not licensed, but mighty in

the Scriptures. This man is often sorely

afflicted in his own person, and oftener in

the person of his wife, who has been

blind for many years. No communion
lias been held as yet at Latakia, but we
hope to have an opportunity very soon.

The Sabbath school superintendent, Miss

Wylie, reports that the teachers have

met as usual, each Wednesday evening,

for the study of the lessons. The school

has been much the same as before. Some-

times there have been present over two

hundred, and the lowest recorded attend-

ance for the school year is one hundred

and forty-three. During the summer va-

cation the attendance was sixty to eighty.

Miss Wylie’s report for the girls’

school is as follows: “The school closed

for the summer vacation the first week

in July, with two graduates. Thirteen

recited perfectly the Shorter Catechism

with proofs, and each received the prize

of an Arabic Bible. All the classes have

done well in their Bible studies. On
account of cholera and smallpox the

school was not opened until the first

Tuesday in October, and not all the
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teachers were able to reach us before

Jan. 1. Since then we have employed

four young women teachers, and besides

these a man for one-fourth of each day

for the higher classes. They are all

doing, so far as I can see, good work.

There are fifty-one girls in the boarding

department, from six different villages,

besides Latakia, and represent the Greek

Orthodox, Armenian, Maronite, Ansairia

and Protestant sects. Most of the new

pupils this year are children of the

Church. By the time we opened our day

school many of our former pupils had

gone elsewhere, but we have an enroll-

ment of twenty-six. They are required

to take the same studies as the boarders.

There are two Moslem girls, one of whom
will finish the Shorter Catechism with

proofs this year. The school begins with

religious exercises of half an hour each

morning. The religious studies are the

Bible classes, Psalms in meter, selected

Bible verses, Brown’s and Assembly’s

Shorter Catechisms, Golden Treasury,

4000 Bible Questions, Seeker’s Guide. The

Sabbath school and preaching fill up the

forenoon of each Sabbath. After din-

ner until time for the afternoon service

a teacher reads Bible stories to the

younger pupils, and another reads from

some good book to the older ones. In the

evening I hear the Psalms, verses and

Catechisms, reviewing what has been

committed to memory during the preced-

ing week; after that there is the Chris-

tian Endeavor meeting, whose collections

last year were given to the hospital. I

have as usual given the women a Bible

lesson when they came on Thursdays to

see their children. The girls are taught

plain and fancy needle-work and house-

work.”

Miss Edgar’s report for the boys’

school is as follows: “The school was

opened Oct. 5, three weeks later than
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usual because of prevailing diseases. The
boarders numbered thirty-eight until

Jan. 1, when the usual number of forty-

two were in. There are now twelve day

pupils. At the close of last year three

boys finished the course of study, but

only one was considered worthy of a

certificate. Nine boys received Bibles for

committing the Catechism with proofs

and reciting it from beginning to end.

Each class has a daily lesson in the Bible,

besides memorizing verses, amounting to

1599 at this date. At the opening ex-

ercises the International Bible Union

readings are used, the teachers taking

turns with Miss Edgar in conducting the

exercises. This morning half hour and

the Bible lesson on Sabbath evening have

been times of special interest to the boys.

They have also conducted their Sabbath

morning prayer meeting throughout the

year. Two of the boys are spending the

mornings in study and learning shoe-

making in the afternoons in shops in the

town.”

Dr. Balph’s report is as follows : “The

medical work of the past year has been

conducted as heretofore. Begular clinics

have been held three times a week; dur-

ing the greater part of the time these

have had an attendance of from fifty to

..sixty patients. As heretofore, religious

services have been held at these clinics.

A smaller number of visits has been

made to outside villages than in previous

years on account of quarantine and other

causes. About 1400 visits have been

made to patients at their houses. For this

2930 piasters have been received in fees,

and 4287| piasters for sale of medicines.

The hospital work has also been regularly

carried on as heretofore, and with the

same help. The number of patients

treated was 96, a smaller number than

usual, for the reason that for about three

months patients from a distance were

unable to reach us. During the months
of February and March the severe ill-

ness of Miss Dodds also interfered seri-

ously with the work. The same promi-

nence has been given to religious instruc-

tion as formerly, care being taken that

every patient is instructed so far as pos-

sible in the teachings of the Bible, es-

pecially in regard to the only way of sal-

vation through Christ Jesus. The

amount received from patients was 739

piasters.” The labors of the medical

missionary in connection with the visita-

tions of cholera and smallpox were in-

cessant and laborious, and at the same

time were highly appreciated by all

classes of the community.

There has been preaching at Tartoos

each Sabbath, with a few exceptions. The

attendance of the day and Sabbath

schools has been from seventy to ninety-

three. A communion has just been held

there, and there were two accessions, but

too late to be included in this year’s re-

port. A number of adherents were taken

off by the cholera. At Melkah village

there is a successful school for both boys

and girls, a Sabbath school and evangelis-

tic services. The teacher is Hanna Siman,

who used to be employed as Bible reader

at Suadia. He is assisted by his wife.

He wrote a while ago, “We have good

news; our work is good as usual; we have

thirty boys and thirteen girls. The Sab-

bath meetings for men and those for

women are good. Most of the evenings

we spend in gospel work. We hope you

will not forget to pray that God would

help us and give us power in speaking for

Christ. I am pleased with one of the

chief men of the village, who is very

kind and helpful to us.” There are some

earnest inquirers, two of whom promise

to unite with us as soon as the way is

open. At the villages of Soda and Biz-

zak we had teachers during the summer
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months; some account of their work has

been published in Olive Trees. At
Bahamra the evangelist has held Sabbath

services regularly, and during the week

has read the Word in the surrounding

villages. Salim Khalaify, who until late-

ly was employed by us as teacher at

Soda, died at Bahamra recently and was

buried with Protestant services. The
event has caused quite an excitement

among the Ansairia Sheikhs, who had

thought to bury him according to their

rites. They threaten to drive away or

kill our Bible reader. At Gunaimia, al-

though there has been no regular worker

employed, yet by means of occasional

visits by the missionaries and the licen-

tiate, and the labors of a teacher during

the summer months, there has been some

progress made. At the communion held

in March there was an addition of seven

members, making sixty-eight in all at

that place. The people, however, -are

very poor and heavily taxed by the Gov-

ernment. At
#
Inkzik the summer work

was quite encouraging. There were spe-

cial meetings for the women. May the

Lord deepen and perfect every good im-

pression! At Jendairia there has been

no visible progress, although there has

been preaching quite often. The people

are Ansairia, and are closely watched by

the Moslems, and have very little re-

ligious freedom
;
and, sad to say, less zeal

for the salvation of their fellow men.

Let us earnestly pray God to revive His

work there.

In conclusion, we are under obligation

to the Bible Lands’ Missions’ Aid Society

for aid to the amount of £15 stg., and to

the R. T. Society for books for free dis-

tribution. Jas. S. Stewart.

Suadia, Syria.—Mr. Dodds occupies the

pulpit when present. In his absence it is

occupied by licentiate Ibrahim Jukki.

There have been two infant baptisms

and two deaths, also of infants, during

the year.

Of the boarding pupils three are Ar-

menians, four Protestants, nine Fclla-

hin and eighteen Greeks.

We acknowledge with thankfulness a

grant of £5 stg. from the Bible Lands’

Aid Society, as well as gifts from friends

in Ireland and America.

Though the work has been subjected

to many hindrances, we have great cause

to be thankful for the hand of our God

upon us for good, in that, though the

cholera came near to us, its progress was

stayed by Him to Whom belong escapes

from death.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—Rev. R. J.

Dodds writes: I spent the summer of

1903 with my family in Guzne. We all

derived great benefit from the rest in

the pure atmosphere of that pleasant

resort. Dr. and Mrs. Balph, of Latakia

Mission, spent some weeks with us there.

We enjoyed their visit very much, being

filled with their company, encouraged by

their kind words of appreciation, and I

trust stimulated by their missionary ex-

ample.

Miss Sterrett spent a good part of her

summer in Mersina, encouraging the

workers, and showing interest and sym-

pathy among the poor and needy, and

thereby attracting many of them to the

Sabbath School and evangelistic meet-

ings. Later she betook herself to the

mountain resort of the Alexandretta mis-

sionaries, where she spent some very

pleasant, happy weeks, mutually helpful,

according to reports we have heard, to

both her and them.

Miss Sterrett was again in Mersina in

due time to prepare everything for the

opening of the school in the fall at the

usual time. She was alone, with the care
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of both the boys’ and girls’ schools on

her hands. The opening weeks were the

hardest, arranging classes, assigning each

teacher his work, receiving boarders, and

rejecting those whom it was not suitable

to receive.

I believe the schools have not been

smaller than in other years. There has

never been better teaching nor more

progress. The conduct of the children

has been excellent. They have been

obedient and respectful, and have given

the best attention to their studies, both

religious and secular. Quite a number of

scholars finished memorizing the Shorter

Catechism with proofs, and passed good

examinations in it.
* * * Some of the

boarders had to leave on account of sick-

ness, and some were withdrawn by order

of the Government; but their places were

immediately taken by others. * * *

Our chapel, as at present seated, will

comfortably accommodate one hundred

and ninety persons. Occasionally it is

full. On rare occasions there are over

two hundred present. The normal at-

tendance is about one hundred and

thirty. When in Mersina and not phy-

sically disabled, I always preach in the

forenoon. Generally in the afternoon

we have a fellowship meeting, conducted

by one of the brethren, after the manner

of a home prayer meeting. We have

every Sabbath three religious meetings in

the Mission chapel, besides the regular

Bible instruction in the two boarding

schools. In addition, when circumstances

are favorable, we have extra evangelistic

services in the homes of the brethren

or in the home of some friend. In these

outside meetings we are always able to

reach more or less of those who will not

come to hear the Word of God at the

Missions.

In Tarsus the attendance upon the

Word has been exceptionally good this

year, though we do not have the large

crowds of curious spectators that we had

some years ago. Our school in Tarsus

has been quite primary and the pupils

very small. The attendance has been

about twenty-five little boys and girls.

It is at present closed by order of the

Government. Our Consul in Alexan-

dretta has, however, requested the con-

sular agent here to reopen it, as there was

no ground for its being closed. I am
awaiting instructions. If we could escape

the annoying tactics of those who desire

to hinder our work and place our school

upon a secure basis, we would once more

have a large schopl, as in the days of l)r.

Metheny. Present experiences are for a

trial of our patience, and perhaps our

faith
;
and it would be wrong to grow dis-

heartened and discontinue our efforts.

Various circumstances, which it is per-

haps needless now to recount, have up to

the present prevented my dispensing the

Lord’s Supper in Mersina. But I am

hoping to do so very soon.

I had the honor to assist the Bev. S.

II. Kennedy, of Alexandretta, at his first

communion in his new field the first Sab-

bath of February. The influences were

very helpful, and I hope my work here

has been done at least a little better, on

account of what I saw and heard there.

In regard to village work, I can only

say now that we covered all the ground

from Mersina to the Cydnus twice, and

all as far as Karadash once. I felt much

cast down in regard to my own share in

it. But Machail Luttoof, my assistant,

felt a good deal encouraged and cheered.

I hope his view of the case is more cor-

rect than mine. On the whole, though I

thought our visits to the villages were

not very welcome, there is a distinct

awakening and turning toward the gos-

pel, as if with the intention of investigat-

ing its claims, on the part of the Arabic
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speaking people who live in the villages.

I am pretty well assured that, so far as

our visits appeared unwelcome, it was

due to the presence of spies.

Tak Hing, China.—Mrs. Ella Torrence

Robb, wife of Rev. A. I. Robb, was called

to be with Christ Nov. 16, 1903. Just

two months later, Jan. 16, 1904, Joseph

Kerr Robb, second son of Rev. A. I.

Robb, was taken suddenly to the Master’s

arms. These bereavements, while resting

most heavily on the husband and father,

have been keenly felt by all the members

of the Mission. But they have also been

enabled to know the power of the Com-
forter in a manner that was new to us.

We sorely miss the presence of these

loved ones, but we rejoice that they are

with Christ, which is far better.

Owing to sickness in his family, the

senior missionary was at times prevented

from conducting Sabbath services, but

one of the teachers employed at the time,

a Christian, held services. In addition

to the preaching services, classes for

Bible study have been organized. One
class for men has been conducted by

Rev. A. I. Robb, and two for women have

been led by Dr. George and Miss

Torrence. Also a meeting for women is

held on each Thursday afternoon. A
prayer meeting each Sabbath afternoon,

which is attended by all our members,

and at which many of them take part, is

a feature of the work.

We are still without native help, hav-

ing been unable to secure the services of

any one who would be of any assistance

to us. It seems probable that our native

workers will have to come from our own
converts, and their training will fall to

the Mission as a part of its work. The
necessity for such workers is beyond

question, and their training will form

one of the important departments of the

Mission’s activities.

William Carey was refused permission to preach in Calcutta, and therefore went a

dozen miles further up the Hooghley and found shelter in wrhat was then a small

Danish colony.

Tourists now gaze on the buildings erected by that wonderful man out of his own
earnings, and reflect what a gain Carey’s -work has been to India, and what a loss

Calcutta suffered when her rulers thrust out this extraordinary linguist and scholar,

this pioneer educationalist, and this true friend to India.

Carey’s work has been the answer to his opponents. That goes on blessing India,

while their arguments appear futile to us. So will it be with missions. At some

future date, what missions have wrought for India will be evident to all the world,

but the blessing belongs to those who have not seen and yet have believed.

—

Missionary Herald.

The eight societies now at work in the Congo Free State are represented by 211

missionaries, 283 native evangelists, 327 native teachers, 5,641 in Sabbath schools,

10,161 in day schools, 6,52 L communicant members, and 1,470 enquirers. The

territory administered by the State contains 850,000 square miles and a population

estimated at 7,000,000.

The population of Tutuila, Samoan Islands, is 6,046, of whom 5,000 are adherents

of the London Missionary Society.



162 News of the Churches.

AX HOME.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HOME
MISSIONS.

But two papers have been referred to

your committee—the report of the Cen-

tral Board and that of the Philadelphia

Presbytery relative to the Jewish Mis-

sion.

With reference to the first of these, we
note with gratitude two things: First,

that there has been great activity in

spiritual effort in all the Missions under

the care of the Board, resulting in the

conversion of souls and in the develop-

ing and strengthening of Christian char-

acter. And second, that there has been

increased liberality on the part of the

Church in the support of these Missions,

as shown by the fact that there is a bal-

ance in the treasuries of each.

The present plan of distributing the

funds for the aid of weak congregations

based upon data received from the Pres-

byteries rather than upon that obtained

from the congregations direct seems to

work well, and will, we doubt not, give

even greater satisfaction as the years go

by. In this connection, we would sug-

gest the propriety of furnishing aid to

such congregations only whose members

as a rule contribute to the support of the

gospel according to God’s plan of the

tithe rather than by a per capita tax, as

at present, and that, if need be, Presby-

teries officially investigate the circum-

stances of those applying for aid to de-

termine if they are thus giving.

The work of the Southern Mission con-

tinues to make progress, and the wisdom

of employing teachers who have had ex-

perience before they join the Mission

force, rather than inexperienced ones, is

becoming more and more apparent. The

Sabbath school is well attended, and the

course of instruction followed there a

wise one. The committing of Scripture

verses and questions is quite extensive,

and great zeal and interest of scholars

and teachers is made manifest. We note

with thanksgiving the encouraging fact

that fourteen scholars of the school

united with the Church, and that others

are ready to Jo so. The industrial de-

partment has shown its usefulness by the

noteworthy fact that the scholars and

principal of this department furnished

the carpenter work for the building, and

thus saved the Church considerable

money.

The Indian Mission has just closed a

most successful year’s work. We com-

mend the workers for the enthusiastic

and harmonious manner in which the

work has been carried forward. We also

note with approbation the energetic ef-

fort that is being made to have the Word
of God and the Catechism committed to

memory, the high class instruction given

in the school room, the laborious work

done in the camps and the effective work

accomplished in the hospital. We re-

joice with the missionaries in the growing

interest among the people, the devotion

and pious zeal of the converts and the

large accession to the congregation this

year.

The founder, under God, of the Oak-

land Chinese Mission, Rev. N. R. John-

ston, D.I)., has been called home after a

long life of usefulness and Christian ser-

vice. We rejoice that before his depar-

ture his heart was gladdened by the re-

vival of the work under the care of a

new missionary. The work, difficult and

slow as it naturally must be, is quite en-

couraging and hopeful. We note with
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special satisfaction the steadfastness and

increased liberality of the Chinese Cov-

enanters and adherents of the Mission.

With regard to the Jewish Mission in

Philadelphia, it is with deepest regret we

learn that Rev. Moses Greenberg has re-

signed his position as missionary, and has

declined to reconsider his resignation.

The prosperous state of the work, shown

in enlarged attendance at preaching and

in the schools, bears testimony to the

faithfulness and zeal with which Mr.

Greenberg has devoted himself to the

difficult work which he expects to leave

in October, 1904. With gratitude we

hear that Dr. Alexander Caldwell has for

another year continued to give his ser-

vices as physician in the dispensary with-

out compensation.

We recommend:

1. That Synod has heard with satis-

faction and gratification the report of the

faithful work done in all her home mis-

sions, and commends the fidelity of those

who have had the oversight of this work

and the devotion of the workers who
have so successfully prosecuted it.

2. That the attention of ladies’ and

missionary societies be called to the

needs of the sewing school of the South-

ern Mission, especially to the need of

more sewing machines.

3. That all our people, ministers and

members, who come in the neighborhood

of Selma, or any other Mission of the

Church, be invited to spend a little time,

if possible, with our missionaries. Such

visits are encouraging to those in the

field, and at the same time stimulate the

interest of the visitors and congrega-

tions from which they come.

4. That the appointment of the mis-

sionary to the Chinese in Oakland be left

to the Central Board of Missions.

5. That the work among the Jews in

Philadelphia be continued as heretofore;

that the present committee of Philadel-

phia Presbytery, consisting of Rev. J. C.

McFeeters, D.D., President; Rev. T. P.

Stevenson, D. D., Secretary; S. A. S.

Metheny, M.D., Treasurer; Rev. R. C.

Montgomery, D.D., A. Caldwell, M.D.,

W. G. Carson, James Patterson, and Wil-

liam Steele, be made a Jewish Mission

Board of the Reformed Presbyterian

Synod, and be located as such in Phila-

delphia; that the appointment of a mis-

sionary be left to this Jewish Mission

Board; that twenty-five hundred dollars

be appropriated to the work, as hereto-

fore.

J. S. Martin,

J. S. McGaw,
Louis Meyer,

Wilson Dougherty,

J. Walker Wilson.

CENTRAL BOARD OF MISSIONS.

We have carried on our work during

the past year without interruption and

with encouraging success. Our financial

exhibit is quite satisfactory. In each of

the fields there is reported a surplus.

Domestic Mission . —The plan in use

at the present time in deciding as to the

amount of Synod’s appropriation to be

paid each quarter works well. The re-

sponsibility of determining how much
work has been done and the remunera-

tion to be given is placed upon the Pres-

byteries, where it properly belongs, and

not on the Board, which has not the data

necessary in order to come to a decision

in each case.

Balance, receipts May
1,1904 $1459.26

Receipts April 30,

1904 $4562.88

Dividends 3013.40

$7576.28

$9035.54
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Expenditures April

30, 1904 $8572.11

Balance May 1, 1904. $463.43

We ask for this fund $6000.00.

Southern Mission .—The only change

in the Mission force this year was the

employment of Miss Martha Turner, of

Utica, 0., who took the place of Miss

May Beattie, unable to return on account

of sickness. The Board has adopted the

policy, when securing the services of new

teachers, of giving the preference to

those of experience. Miss Turner taught

for a number of years in Utica. “The

success of Miss Turner/’ Mr. Reed writes,

“again demonstrates the value of sending

us experienced teachers.” “The whole

Mission force,” he adds, “is of very su-

perior ability, and to them in the Lord is

due the success of the year’s efforts.”

The school opened Monday, Oct. 5,

1903, and closed on Wednesday, May 25,

1904. The enrollment for the year was

390; average attendance, 272. There was

a graduating class of four, two boys and

two girls. The health of the teachers

and scholars was good. The only ab-

sence in the case of the teachers was

Miss Stewart, who was called home for

two months, on account of the serious

illness of her sister. Mrs. Kingston took

her place during her absence.

No change has been made in the course

of instruction. In some respects it could

be improved, but with our present force

it would not be advisable to attempt

much of a change. The religious instruc-

tion is not neglected. An hour each day

is spent in devotional exercises or Bible

study. The hour thus spent, Mr. Reed

writes, is “appreciated not merely by the

pupils, but also by parents and visitors.”

The total number of Scriptures and ques-

tions in the Catechism committed to

memory was 96,365.

There was an average daily attendance

at the Sabbath school of 250, about even-

ly divided between the morning and

evening classes. In the morning the In-

ternational Lessons were followed, and

in the afternoon the history of the King-

doms of Israel and Judah from Reho-

boam and Jeroboam to Joash and Jehu,

as found in first and second Kings and

first Chronicles, was studied. Consider-

able religious interest was manifested by

the scholars. Fourteen united with the

Church. Others are desirous of doing

so, but are kept back by their parents.

As to Industrial Departments, Prof.

Bottoms has charge of the boys. “He has

proved himself,” Mr. Reed writes, “em-

inently fitted for his duties, not only as

an instructor, but also in his personal in-

fluence on the boys.” There was an en-

rollment of 129. The scholars took quite

an interest in their work. Several

donated labor toward the erection of a

building. Articles estimated at the value

of $114.20 were made by them for the

school. All the carpenter work on the

building was done by them and their in-

structors. The building will be ready for

use at the opening of the next term of

the school. Miss Fowler has charge of

the Sewing and Cooking Departments.

“She has made,” Mr. Reed writes, “a

splendid success of her departments.” She

aims “to teach the girls to work skillfully,

economically and harmoniously under any

conditions.” The Sewing Department

paid expenses, except teacher’s salary.

Sixty-eight garments, not including

handkerchiefs and towels, were finished

and nearly all sold. The money was

turned over to the department fund.

Miss Fowler states that “with few ex-

ceptions, the girls did their work well,

and manifested an interest which is en-

couraging.” The greatest need at the

present time is sewing machines.
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The school receipts from all sources

were $1027.22. Of this amount there

are on hand $37.99; $327.69 are in the

Southern Mission current account.

Mrs. Pickens is still in charge of Pleas-

ant Grove. The enrolled attendance of

scholars is 31; average, 18. The total

number of portions of Scripture and

questions in the Catechism committed

was 2124. Mr. Eeed preaches here on

the third Sabbath of the month to an

audience of about thirty.

Mr. Eeed writes of the “good work

done” at Valley Creek by Mrs. Kynett,

who is in charge. He refers especially to

increased interest in the Sabbath school.

The enrollment was 48; average attend-

ance, 20. Total number of portions of

Scripture and questions committed was

12,080. Mr. Eeed preaches here on the

first Sabbath of the month.

The Mission workers were cheered this

year by visits from Elder Torrens, of St.

Louis; Elder Leslie and daughter, of

New Castle, Pa.; Eev. and Mrs. J. L. Mc-

Cartney, and Dr. W. P. Johnston. “These

visits,” Mr. Eeed writes, “do much to

brighten our lives and stir us up to better

work and quicken the interest of the

churches. They get to see it through

their eyes.”

Balance, receipts May

1, 1903 $2827.13

April 30, 1904 $3547.31

Dividends 742.98

$4290.29

$7117.42

Expenditures April

30, 1904 4669.50

Balance May 1, 1904. $2447.92

We ask for this fund, $5000.00.

Indian Mission .-—We are glad to be

able to state that the health of Mr.

Carithers has greatly improved. He was

able to superintend the work during the

year, as formerly. Mr. McMillan was

obliged to return home at the close of

the year on account of sickness. He has

not as yet sufficiently recovered to re-

sume his duties. The health of the other

workers was good.

The Sabbath services of the day school

were kept up regularly at the Mission.

The morning session was taken up with

chapel exercises and Bible study. Usually

a chapter or part of a chapter was re-

cited from memory. After chapel one

division recited the verses they com-

mitted during the evening session, while

the other division studied verses to recite

during the evening session. Eeligious

services were held at other points than

the Mission.

The school opened Sept. 14, 1903, and

closed May 23, 1904. There was a holi-

day vacation from Dee. 25, 1903, to Jan.

1, 1904. The total enrollment was 55;

average attendance, 47. There was some

sickness, but no deaths.

The children manifested much interest

in their work, and showed a marked im-

provement. This interest was partially

awakened by an exhibit of their school

work from the school rooms and of the

industrial work.

The school is divided into two ^grades.

Grade No. 1 is composed of those who

are unable to speak or understand Eng-

lish. It is astonishing how soon they

acquire sufficient knowledge to carry on

a conversation. When they can do this

they learn the rudiments of reading, writ-

ing and arithmetic as readily as do the

white children. One period each day is

given to committing Bible verses. In Grade

No. 2 the hours are so arranged that the

large boys can help with the farm work

and the girls assist in the baking, clean-

ing, mending and sewing. All the com-

mon branches are taught to these pupils.
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The grade corresponds with the seventh

grade in the public schools. The scholars

apply themselves diligently during school

hours. Their special delight is in com-

mitting portions of Scripture. Music is

taught each day in both grades. The im-

provement in singing is very marked, and

adds greatly to the exercises of worship.

On Tuesday evening the Sabbath school

lesson is taught in each grade, and on

Friday afternoon the catechism is recited.

There were committed 21,751 portions of

Scripture and questions of the Catechism.

Dr. Ida Scott had charge of the hospital

since October, 1903. The total number
of cases treated by her was 2130; 200 of

them were outside of our missionary prem-

ises. The expenses were $136.20; $105

were contributed by the Mission workers.

Financially, the report is not what Dr.

Scott had hoped for. “On account of the

drought,” she writes, “it has been a very

hard year on the white people, so that

they have scarcely enough to live on,

much less pay doctor’s bill. And then

the Indians have been receiving treat-

ment from Air. Carithers and the Govern-

ment gratis for so long that it is almost

impossible to get anything from any ex-

cept a few Christians.” It is hoped that

the next year’s financial exhibit will be

more favorable. The hospital is supply-

ing a much-felt want, and will no doubt

prove very helpful to our work. The ex-

penses of the Mission were greater than *

for some years, largely due to the dry

weather, which continued from May,

1903, to April 30, 1904. The expenses of

living have increased in Oklahoma, just

as they have in other localities.

Respecting the work done during the

year, Mr. Carithers writes that it has

been “fine in the progress the children

have made; in the spirit they have ex-

hibited; in the attitude of the older In-

dians toward the work; in the spiritual

life manifested among them; in the turn-

ing again toward the truth of some who
had turned aside; in the size of the au-

diences on Sabbath; and in the profit in

spiritual things which the work has been

to the white workers and to the Mission.”

The Lord’s Supper was dispensed twice.

There was an accession of twelve, of

whom eight were Indians and four

whites. The number of communicants

connected with the congregation is 72, of

whom 65 are Indians.

Mr. Carithers bears testimony to the

efficiency and disinterestedness of all

connected with the Mission, the earnest

efforts made to carry on the work, and

delightful harmony that prevailed. He

bears testimony also to the valuable ser-

vices rendered by the kind friends who

assisted for a time in carrying on the

work.

Balance, receipts May
1,1903 $1250.92

Receipts April 30, ’04.$4119.28

Dividends 67.50

$4186.78

$5437.70

Expenditures April 30,

2904 i
3225.66

Balance May 1, 1904. $2212.04

We ask for this fund $5000.

Chinese Mission. —The Board was not

able to secure the services of a superin-

tendent for this Mission until the begin-

ning of the year, at which time Rev.

Isaiah Faris took charge. It was not,

however, abandoned during the preced-

ing months. The scholars met in their

building regularly, Mrs. Sarah C. Bore-

land meeting with them as she was able.

They were unwilling to have the work

cease, and showed their interest by sub-

scribing the sum of $105 to support a

missionary.
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Since Mr. Faris took charge there has

been an attendance of a little less than

eleven on the Sabbath, of ten on Wed-

nesday evening, and nine on other meet-

ings. Of these twenty-six, ten are bap-

tized members of the Church. One of

these returned to China last February.

During the time Mr. Faris had charge, he

has preached forty-six sermons, twenty-

three of which were to Chinese. The

attention was good. This year the Mis-

sion contributed for contingent expenses

$16.95; for Indian and Chinese Missions,

$17.80; Syrian Mission, $5; and Oakland

Mission $105, and $12 for Synod’s trav-

eling fund. Mr. Faris was assisted in

his work by Mrs. Boreland and the fam-

ily of Mr. C. E. Dill, formerly of Topeka

Congregation. One of his sons, Bruce

C., Avas employed at a nominal salary as

an assistant teacher, and is in charge

during Mr. Faris’s absence.

There are some conditions which make

the Board more hopeful of obtaining

better results in this Mission, and unless

otherwise -

directed by Synod, we shall re-

quest Mr. Faris to remain in charge an-

other year.

In the death of Eev. FT. E. Johnston

the Mission lost a warm friend. Indeed,

it is owing to his persistent efforts that

the work Avas not abandoned years ago.

Balance, receipts May
1, 1903... $877.17

Eeceipts Apr. 30, 1901.$198. 05

Dividends 542.45

$740.50

$1617.67

Expenditures, April

30, 1904 612.65

Balance May 1, 1904.
. $1005.02

Jewish Mission .—Ecgular monthly re-

mittances have been sent to the friends

of this Mission.

Balance May 1, 1903 $560.56

Eeceipts April 30, 1904 1633.54

$2194.10

Expenditures April 30, 1904.. 2055.00

Balance on hand May 1, 1904. . $139.10

J. W. Sproull, Chairman,

A. C. Coulter, Secretary,

W. J. Coleman, Cor. Secretary.

A fine example of liberality, on the part of heathen converts, is given in a recent

report of a missionary of the London Society, regarding three small islands in NeAv

Guinea. Speaking of the offerings made at the annual meeting, November, 1903, for

the support of Christian work, he says :
“ There were about 1,000 persons present,

and I thought the people were never going to stop bringing t heir money up to the

table. The first island, Mabuiag, Avith a population of 300, brought $1,037 50;

Badu, with a population of 165, brought $560 50
;
and Mua, with a population of

82, brought $811.50.”

A body of Christians called British Friends seem to be in advance of all other

denominations in missionary consecration. They report a membership of only 20,000,

and their yearly contributions for missionary purposes are $150,000. They have

87 representatives in the foreign field and 819 native laborers, 18,000 pupils in their

schools and nearly 10,000 converts.

It is better to do a little Avith prayer and in the spirit than to be busy Avith many
things in our own strength.

—

Dr. A. Bonar.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Synod of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church adjourned Tuesday, May

31, 1904. It was the largest meeting held

in many years, ninety-four ministers and

seventy-one elders being present, and re-

maining, unless necessarily called away,

to the close of its sessions. It was an ex-

ceptionally pleasant and profitable gather-

ing, the good feeling that prevailed

throughout indicating the presence of the

Holy Spirit. One feature that distin-

guished this meeting of Synod from many
others was the offering of prayer before

adopting the reports of important com-

mittees. If the devotional spirit mani-

fested every day has been carried home by

the delegates, the result must be a Spiritual

quickening of all the congregations.

#
The sermon of the retiring Moderator,

Rev. A. Kilpatrick, D.D., on the purpose

for which the Church exists, published in

this issue, with his portrait, really

sounded the keynote of the S}rnod. The

delegates seemed to realize that they had

been formed to glorify God. Nearly the

whole of Monday was devoted to consider-

ing the missionary operations of the

Church. Earnest men who had visited

the Southern and Indian Missions during

the year presented and urged the claims

of the work in Selma, Ala., and Cache

Creek, Oklahoma Territory, while promi-

nent among the advocates of the Foreign

Missions were Miss Jennie B. Torrence

and Rev. A. I. Robb, of Tak Iling, China.

The readers of Olive Trees are re-

quested to examine carefully the reports

of the Central Board of Missions and

Board of Foreign Missions, with extracts

from the annual statements of the foreign

missionaries. They contain the very in-

formation that an accurate knowledge of

the mission work of the Church at home
and abroad demands. No one, as it seems

to us, can study them without a revived

sense of responsibility to sustain and ex-

tend these enterprises.

Since last report of receipts, Olive

Trees has received the following con-

tributions from ministers of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church toward the salary of

their missionary for 1904:

Rev. B. M. Sharp, McKeesport, Pa.,

$20 .

Rev. A. Kilpatrick, D.D., Valencia, Pa.,

$5.

#
Anyone receiving Olive Trees for the

rest of this year, though he did not order

it, will please accept the magazine from

a friend, who gave us, when at Synod, the

names and addresses of ten persons, to

whom he wished the mission journal sent

for six months, in the hope that they

might become permanent subscribers.

#
On the way to Synod we read The Men

of the Covenant, except a few chapters.

This book is published by the Fleming II.

Revel! Company, at $2.50 net, and will be

noticed in a future number. In this con-

nection we will say that anyone in the

United States or Canada who orders the

book through Olive Trees can have it

mailed to him, postpaid, for two dollars.

Few men suspect how much mere talk fritters away spiritual energy. That which

should be spent in action spends itself in words, nence he who restrains that love

of talk lays up a fund of spiritual strength.

—

F. W. Robertson.
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It indicates by distinctive legends the location and relative importance of towns or villages
where schools are or have been in operation.
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WILLIAM R. JENKINS,
P’tx'tolisb.or, Bookseller, Stationer and. Printer,

Publisher and Importer of. FRENCH BOOKS,

85 1 & 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
*. W. Cor. 4Sth Street, M E W Y O R K.

Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

PICTURES AMD RICTURE FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

McCLEAN,
Undertaker
and ....

Embalmer,
569 Seventh Avenue,

Bet. 4Ltb and 41st Streets,

NEW YORK.
TKl.ErnoNE, 658—38th St.

Telephont, 2700 Franklin. Fstabllthta 1880.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S
EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS FOR SPECTACLES,

21 WEST 42d STREET. NEW YORK. Telephone, GG43-3Stb St.

W/DI'TFT JAMES S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Pa.,
V iV^I. I when you want the following COVENANT ER= LITERATURE:

PSALTERS, OLD AND NEW VERSION PSALMS.
BOOK OF TESTIMONY AND DISCIPLINE.
COVENANT AND PASTORAL LETTER.
MEMORIAL VOLUME.
CATALOGUE OF PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS OF THE

SEMINARY.
PSALM SELECTIONS FOR CONVENTIONS AND SCHOOLS.


